BATTLE OF CHENJI
defeated and made to flee as usual. Then Hazrat-i-Ala returned
victorious to the may dan at ChenjI with heavy booty taken
from the enemy. After the sick had been nursed, he wished
to employ the same victorious army in laying siege to the fort
of Tiruvati, and plaguing the besieged. But the Wazir, who
was deceived by the conspirators suddenly recalled him to his
presence. Thus once again the prey escaped the claw.
The fort of Chenjl passes into the hands of the
French £ the march of the Nazvwdb Nasir Jang at the
instigation of the conspirators; ihe night attack of the
French, and the martyrdom of the Nazwvab by
means of bullets that proceeded fromHimmat Bahadur
Khan, the na&im of KurnooL
As soon as Hazrat-i-Ala marched from Chenjl in obedience
to the command of the Na\vwab Wazir and reached Arcot,
Husayn Dost Khan and the French found the battle-field empty
of the fighters and quickly busied themselves again at the
(1) The French capture of Gingee.—\ detachment of 250 Europeans and
1,200 sepoys arid 4 field pieces under M. Bussy was sent in advance by
M. Dupleix to attack the strong fortress of Gingee by surprise, while the
main body of the French troops under D'Auteuil followed at a distance.
About 5,000 of the fugitives from the Tiruvati had taken refuge in the pettah
of Gingee and were encamped under the walls of the fort. They were protect-
ed by some pieces of artillery under the Europeans. M. Bussy waited for the
main body of the French army to join him. He advanced and attacked the
troops encamped outside the walls, took possession of the artillery and killed
most of the Europeans. He then petarded one of the gates of the outer wall
on the plain, got possession of it with very little loss of men, and shortly be-
fore nightfall the French entered the town and barricaded the s.treets; but they
were exposed to a continual fire from the three rocks which served as citadels
to the fort. They bombarded the forts with mortars and with artillery fire
until the moonset. This was the signal to storm the fortifications on the hills
and the Europeans attacked the three hills at the same time and carried away
all the redoubts and by daybreak were in possession of them having lost in
all only 20 men in the different attacks. M. Bussy himself felt sure that he
cpuld not have succeeded in the attack if it had been in the daylight. The
great reputation of the strength of Gingee considerably raised the fame of
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